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The Waynesville Sixth Grade Center 
has earned a “Best Middle School 
Badge” and four Waynesville R-VI 
elementary schools have earned a 
“Best Elementary School Badge” 
from U.S. News & World Report for 
being in the top 30% in the state.  The 
district received the announcement on 
Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021. 

“This is just another indication that 
we have excellent students, faculty and 
staff who are working hard every day 
to help our students be successful,” 
said Dr. Brian Henry. 

Waynesville Sixth Grade Center 
was recognized in the middle school 

Sixth Grade Center and 4 elementary schools
recognized by U.S. News & World Report

category and in the elementary 
category, Thayer Elementary, East 
Elementary, Partridge Elementary and 
Wood Elementary each received the 

U.S. News & World Report ranking. 
Last month, the Policy Research in 
Missouri Education (PRiME) Center 

Continued on page 2

On Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021, East Elementary students and their families participated in a Polar Express-themed event made 
possible through a Title One grant. Students rotated through several centers where they played book bingo, listened to 
a read-aloud story, wrote a letter to Santa, painted a picture and decorated ornaments. They also got to watch the Polar 
Express movie while enjoying hot chocolate and treats. More scenes on page 2. 



at Saint Louis University announced 
that East Elementary and Freedom 
Elementary have been recognized for 
achieving a Top 10 PRiME Growth 
Score in the Ozarks Region. 

“We are once again delighted to be 
recognized for exceptional student 
achievement,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent. “We have outstanding 
students and faculty and staff who are 
passionate about student learning.”

According to the U.S. News & 
World Report website, “For each 
state, schools were assessed on their 
pupils’ proficiencies in mathematics 
and reading, as measured by state 
assessment tests. Half of the ranking 
formula was the results themselves; 
the other half was the results in 
the context of socioeconomic 
demographics. In other words, the 
top-ranked schools are high achieving 
ones that succeeded in educating all of 
their students. All data for the rankings 
are from third-party sources, including 
the U.S. Department of Education.”

The Title One reading night at East Elementary featured an elaborate Polar Express-themed event. 

U.S. News & 
World Report

Continued from page 1

The Route 66 Shootout will be held Dec. 17 and 18, 2021, at Waynesville 
High School with nine teams playing seven games over the two-day event.

Admission is $5 per person each day and must be purchased in advance 
online at https://www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/schoolevents. Individuals 
over age 5 will need to purchase tickets, including senior citizens and staff 
with athletic passes as these are not regular season games.  

Friday, Dec. 17:
4:00 p.m. Waynesville girls vs. Carnahan girls
5:30 p.m. Poplar Bluff boys vs. Parkview boys
7 p.m. Waynesville boys vs. Carnahan boys

Saturday, Dec. 18:
11:00 a.m. Rolla girls vs. Carnahan girls
12:30 p.m. Blue Knights boys vs. Carnahan boys
2:00 p.m. Parkview boys vs. Rock Bridge boys
3:30 p.m. Waynesville boys vs. Poplar Bluff boys

Route 66 Shootout Dec. 17, 18

https://www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/schoolevents


The Waynesville Tiger JROTC Drill Team finished 3rd 
overall among the 12 teams in the first drill team competition 
of the year at the Ozark Annual Invitational Drill Competition 
on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021.  

The team finished 2nd overall in Armed Exhibition, 
Unarmed Exhibition, Armed Color Guard, and Unarmed 
Regulation.  

Ciera Andres-Kazuma finished 2nd among the more 
than 300 other cadets in the Individual Drill Down. David 
Bennett and Zachary Remedies finished 2nd overall in Armed 
Exhibition Dual, Haven Royal and Larissa Sitek finished 

JROTC finishes 3rd

2nd over in Unarmed Exhibition Dual, and Roberto Arzabala 
finished 3rd overall in Armed Exhibition Solo.

The drill team will compete next on Jan. 15 at the Missouri 
Military Academy Invitational.

Waynesville High 
School hosted its 
annual holiday 
concert on Dec. 7, 
2021, with the Mixed 
Choir, Concert Choir 
and Chamber Choirs 
performing. As has 
been the tradition, 
Waynesville High 
School graduates were 
invited to join in the 
finale.  



On Nov. 30, 2021, #GivingTuesdayMilitary 
partnered with Blue Star Families to donate more 
than 300 books to Snack In a Pack to include in 
the packs that will go home over the holidays 
this year.

Williams served as the chair of the 
craft fair and Brittany Raines served 
as the volunteer coordinator for the 
craft fair. 

The NHS students who were 
recognized included Abigail Hillman, 
Dakota Corp, Keegan Henson, Patrick 

Christina Boston, the philanthropic 
vice president for the Fort Wood 
Community Spouses Club, presented 
members of the Waynesville High 
School National Honor Society (NHS) 
with a certificate of appreciation for 
their volunteer hours on Dec. 3, 2021.  

The certificate stated, “In 
appreciation for the hours spent 
volunteering in support of the Fort 
Wood Community Spouses’ Club 
Annual Craft Fair on Nov. 12 & 13, 
2021. Your service positively impacted 
our Club and the community. Sharing 
your time and energy for the benefit 
of others is a tremendous credit to you 
personally, as well as to the National 
Honor Society Program and the 
Waynesville R-VI School District.” 

The craft fair was held on Saturday, 
Nov. 13, in the WHS gym. Christy 

NHS members 
recognized for 
volunteering

Petitt, Olivia Evans, Ahleina Roberts, 
Aamna Amjed, Kinsley Guida, 
Fatima Diallo, Ellenor Westphall, 
Aaron Williams, Saraya Montgomery, 
Madison Littleton, Ian Madden, 
Nicholas Madden, Skye Scott, Emilia 
Vega, Anna Bartosh, Mary Henry and 
Cassidy Bowling.

For their 
service 
learning 
project, Karen 
Wilkerson’s 
students at 
Waynesville 
High School 
collected 
donations 
for the Kitten 
Division 
and the 
Waynesville 
Animal 
Shelter. The 
items were 
delivered on 
Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, 2021. 



The VOICES Elementary Choir, made 
up of 5th and 6th grade students who 
have auditioned and been selected 
from throughout the Waynesville 
R-VI School district, performed in the 
Waynesville High School Auditorium 
on Dec. 7, 2021.

Members of the Waynesville High School girls basketball team participated in team-building exercises on Dec.7, 2021, 
at WHS, which included painting with this year’s theme, “Stick Together.” Their head coach is Brittany Matlock.

The Waynesville Career 
Center’s culinary arts 
students prepared and 
served up a delicious 
meal to the Rotary Club 
of Pulaski County at the 
Waynesville Career Center 
on Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2021. 
The students receive 
hands-on instruction 
and real-world culinary 
experiences under the 
direction of Chef Jon 
Dye, the culinary arts 
instructor. The holiday 
menu included quinoa vegetable soup, Vienna bread, beef 
roast over mashed potatoes, brown sugar glazed carrots 
and crème brûlée .

The Waynesville 
High School’s 
Chamber Choir 
performed during 
the holiday 
luncheon of the 
Rotary Club of 
Pulaski County, 
which was held on 
Dec. 7, 2021, at the 
Waynesville Career 
Center. The choir is 
under the direction 
of Cydnee Gilmore, 
WHS choir director.


